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Background

2004 East Rockville Neighborhood Plan

• Establish East Rockville as a Neighborhood 
Conservation Area

- Retain the physical and natural 
characteristics of the community

- Unique and diverse architectural 
character

- Relate to, not copy, design of existing 
homes
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Issues

• Increasing cost of land 
and cost of living

• Regional and national 
trends toward larger 
houses 

• Larger lots with room to 
build

• New housing may be 
consistent with zoning but 
not neighborhood context
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Applicability

• Design Guidelines are in addition to the zoning code, not 

a replacement

• New single-family homes on empty lots

• Tear downs and single-family rebuilds

• Additions to single-family homes
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Purpose of Design Guidelines

• Before a plan is submitted, 
outline expectations for 
development.

• Provide additional guidance 
to staff and decision makers 
when reviewing projects.

• Provide residents with a 
reference tool when new 
development is proposed.

• Contribute to a positive built 
and natural environment and 
neighborhood identity.

Source: Tempe, AZ Example
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Potential Content
• Site Design

• Where buildings are placed and 
how they relate to the street and 
homes next door.

• Building Design
• Form and scale of buildings, roof 

types or lines, window placement, 
porches, garage location, etc.

• Public Realm
• Relating and connecting buildings 

to the sidewalk, open spaces, the 
street, etc.

• Standards (must) vs. Guidelines 
(should)

Source: Portland, OR Example Design Guidelines
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A. Building Placement

• Area between the street and 
the building

• Consistency from house to 
house?

• Maintain similar setbacks?

Consistent Building Placement

Varied Building Placement

Source: Knoxville Metropolitan Planning Commission

Source: City of Sacramento, CA
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B. Building Orientation
• House and main entrance are oriented 

toward the street to minimize the 
appearance of mass and reinforce the 
connection to the public realm 
(sidewalks, street).

Sidewalk

Street
Source: City of Englewood, CO

Source: Knoxville Metropolitan Planning Commission

Oriented to the Street

Oriented to the Side, away from the Street
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C. Building Height

Source: City of Hillsboro, NC

Source: City of Tempe, AZSource: City of Portland, OR

• Maximum heights 
and from what 
point is height 
measured?
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D. Lot Coverage
• Percentage of a lot 

covered by buildings

Source: City of Milwaukie, OR
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E. Building Mass and Scale

• Maximum heights

• Maximum lot coverage

• Setbacks and yard area
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F. Building Articulation

Source: Marin County, CA

VS.

Ex: Windows, Bumpouts, Roof Pitch Changes
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G. Driveways and Garage Placement

• Should on-site parking 
(driveways) be located at the 
side or rear of the lot, 
whenever feasible to minimize 
paved area in the front yard.

Source: City of Freemont, CA
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H. Front Yard Paving

• Types of paving materials?

• Percentage of front yard paved?
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I. Porches and Stoops
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J.  Windows and Doors

• With new homes, should windows 
and door styles be similar to the 
existing, or original, houses on the 
same block?

Source: Knoxville Metropolitan Planning Commission
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K. Roof Styles

• With new housing, should roofs 
have a similar pitch to the 
existing, or original, housing on 
the same block?

Source: City of Kirkwood, MO
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L. Building Materials
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M. Home Additions

Source: City of Campbell, CA

Source: City of Orange, CA
Source: City of Knoxville, TN

• Should there be guidelines or standards 
for significant home additions?
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Next Steps

Please Join Us!

Neighborhood Workshop

Thursday, October 25 at 7 p.m.
City Hall, 111 Maryland Ave

The Rockville Planning Department is working with consultants to 

define expectations for new, and additions to, single-family home 

development, while still allowing for flexibility and creative design. 

We need your input on how the design of new construction 

contributes to neighborhood identity.


